BEFORE THE TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF OREGON
In the Matter of the ) DEFAULT ORDER OF
Educator License of ) SUSPENSION OF RIGHT TO
WILLIAM M. BANKS ) APPLY AND PROBATION

On July 16, 2025, the Teacher Standards and Practices Commission (Commission) issued a
Notice of Opportunity for Hearing to William M. Banks (Banks) in which the Commission
charged him with Gross Neglect of Duty. The Notice was sent via U.S. First Class Mail and U.S.
Certified Mail Receipt 9589 0710 5270 2307 8991 79 to the address on file with the Commission.
The Notice designated the Commission file as the record for purposes of proving a prima facie
case. The Notice letters were returned undeliverable and unable to forward. Commission staff
utilized a noted personnel locater to identify an alternate address for Banks and were unable to
identify an address other than the address on file with the Commission. In late May 2025, Banks
sent a return receipt from a request to interview letter, sent Certified and First-class mail to the
address on file with the Commission. The Notice of Opportunity of Hearing, dated July 16, 2025,
and signed by Rachel Alpert, Executive Director, stated:

“IF AREQUEST FOR HEARING IS NOT RECEIVED WITHIN THIS 21-DAY PERIOD,
YOUR RIGHT TO A HEARING SHALL BE CONSIDERED WAIVED UNLESS YOUR
FAILURE TO REQUEST A HEARING WAS BEYOND YOUR REASONABLE
CONTROL. TF YOU DO NOT REQUEST A HEARING, WITHDRAW YOUR REQUEST
FOR HEARING, IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR AT A HEARING, OR NOTIFY THE
COMMISSION THAT YOU WILL NOT APPEAR AT HEARING, THE COMMISSION WILL
ADOPT AN ORDER OF DEFAULT WHICH MAY INCLUDE THE REVOCATION OR
SUSPENSION OF YOUR LICENSE OR OTHER DISCIPLINE.”
Banks did not request a hearing. The Commission, therefore, finds Banks to be in default and
enters the following findings of fact, conclusions of law, and final order, based on the files and

records of the Commission concerning this matter.

FINDINGS OF FACT
1. Banks has been licensed by the Commission since March 25, 2017. Banks held a
Preliminary Teaching License with an endorsement in English for Speakers of Other
Languages (PK-12), valid from January 5, 2022, through January 4, 2025. During all
relevant times, Banks was employed by the Portland School District, aka Portland
Public Schools (PPS).
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2. The Commission received the following reports of alleged misconduct:

On June 14, 2024, the Commission received a report from Oregon’s Department of
Human Services (DHS) containing allegations that Banks made female students at
James John Elementary School (JJES), PPS, uncomfortable by giving hugs without
consent and unnecessary touching of their hands, arms and chest area.

On September 27, 2024, the Commission received a report from DHS containing
allegation that Banks was observed at a local shopping center with a nine (9) year
old student. When the student’s mother was asked about this, she said she was
aware of Banks accompanying her child to the shopping center and the park.

On October 8, 2024, the Commission received a report from DHS containing
allegations that Banks made an eight (8) year old, former female student feel
uncomfortable by touching the student’s leg and giving the student hugs and
backrubs.

On April 23, 2024, the Commission received a school district misconduct report
from PPS reporting that PPS investigated Banks for the same allegations as the
previous DHS information of unnecessary touching of students.

On April 17, 2025, the Commission received a report from DHS containing
allegations that Banks made a former female student feel uncomfortable by
touching the student’s leg and hand during class.

On April 18, 2025, the Commission received a report from DHS containing
allegations previously made about Banks and his behavior with a former female
student.

On May 19, 2025, the Commission received a report from DHS containing
allegations previously made about Banks and his behavior with another former
female student.

On June 9, 2025, the Commission received a school district misconduct report
from PPS reporting that PPS investigated Banks for the same allegations as the

previous DHS information of unnecessary touching of students.
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